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army had to march along this river to reach the French
frontier at Mainz, Napoleon sent forward General Se"bastiani's
corps with a division of infantry to occupy Frankfort and
destroy the bridge, he himself with the main army bivouacking
in the forest. The high road from Hanau to Frankfort passes
close along the right bank of the Main. My friend General
Albert, who commanded the infantry which accompanied us,
had been married some years before at Offenbach, a pretty
little town on the left bank, exactly opposite the spot where,
having emerged from the forest of Hanau, we rested our horses
in the wide plain of Frankfort. Finding himself so near his
wife and children, General Albert could not resist the desire
to get news of them, and still more to reassure them of his
safety after the battles of Leipzig and Hanau. To this end
he exposed himself perhaps to more danger than in those
sanguinary engagements. Advancing in uniform and on
horseback to the edge of the stream, in spite of all we could
say, he hailed a boatman who knew him. While he was
talking to this man, a Bavarian officer, coining up at the head
of an infantry picket, ordered them to make ready, and was
about to fire on the French general. However, a number of
inhabitants and of boatmen placed themselves in front of the
muskets and stopped the soldiers from firing, for Albert was
much beloved at Offenbach. As I looked at that town where
I had just been fighting in my country's service I little
thought that I should one day take refuge there from the
proscription of the French Government, and should pass
three years there in exile.

The Emperor, on leaving the forest of Hanau, had scarcely
gone two leagues on the road to Frankfort when he learned
that the battle had begun again behind him. The Bavarian
general, who had feared after his defeat that the Emperor
would stick to his heels till he had made an end of him, when
he saw that the French army cared more about reaching the
Rhine than about pursuing him, plucked up courage and
made a sma,rt attack on our rear-guard. But the corps of
Macdonald, Marmont, and Bertrand, who had occupied Hanau
during the night, received his army with the bayonet and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